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In the Fall of 2000 the Kingston Männerchor and Damenchor wanted to sing II nn  MMaaiinnzz  aamm  sscchhöönneenn  
RRhheeiinn but did not have a choral arrangement of this song.  We contacted all the German choruses 
in the NYS Sängerbund, around the North East, and in Germany to no avail.  As a last resort we 
contacted the mayor of Mainz who graciously sent us the music and lyrics. 
 

In 2001 as we were planning to host the 2003 Sängerfest we decided to share this and other 
folksongs about the Rhein with all the choruses in the sängerbund.  Our Director John Galish and 
Sängerfest Co-Chairman Herman Koelmel assembled and arranged four folksongs and created 
the RRhheeiinnll iieeddeerr  PPoottppoouurrrr ii which was sung in the Mass Chorus Concert at the 2003 Sängerfest 
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Early in 2014 John and Herman collaborated once more to put that final touch on the potpourri.  
They chose a joyful little ditty that wonders if the Rhein River were made of golden wine.   
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They presented it to the Utica Männerchor in celebration of their 150th Anniversary and 37th 
Sängerfest in 2015.   
 

In addition, they suggest that this collection of five songs can be performed in several formats: 
 

�  Place it anywhere in your program and sing all five songs completely through as presented. 
�  Place it last in your program, sing the first four songs (original version), have a short pause to 

say “thank you”, “good bye”, etc., and then sing the last song as a finale or encore.   
 

We hope you enjoy this potpourri; add it to your music library, include it in future concerts, and 
preserve it for future generations. 
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